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Gulf Coast educators share technology tips for

emergency preparedness.

sippi Gulf Coast areas experienced extreme
challenges last year, but job one after Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita was to reopen the schools
to bring some normalcy back to their students’
lives. And while technology is never the first pri-
ority in an emergency, prioritizing technology in
the planning stage can make a huge difference
in mitigating the damage of a disaster.
Louisiana’s St. Bernard Parish, east of New
Orleans, experienced a direct hit from Hurricane
Katrina, with extreme wind and flood levels up
to 20 feet deep. Nearly every structure received
significant damage, including 14 still-unusable
schools. Ten weeks after the disaster, however,
334 students returned to St. Bernard Unified,
which combined 15 schools into one for pre-K
through 12th grade. Classes were held in trail-
ers, in tents, and on the second floor while the
first floor was rehabilitated. Roughly 2,300 stu-
dents completed the school year, even though
many families still lived in FEMA tents and trail-
ers. (See page 28 for a story on St. Bernard Parish

School districts in the Louisiana and Missis-

by Vicki Powers

Public Schools superintendent Doris Voitier.)

Biloxi, Miss., a community of 50,000, lost one-
fourth of its structures and experienced severe
flooding from the 30- to 35-foot storm surge. Yet
one month after the disaster, half of Biloxi's
6,125 students returned to school, and by the end
of May 2006, more than 4,500 students were
back in school. Biloxi Senior High School prin-
cipal Pamela Manners says the school district has
gone through several hurricanes and their schools
are used for shelters, so they had already devel-
oped a crisis plan with state, federal, and local
officials. But Katrina threw them for a loop. “No
one ever thought the storm surge would be so
devastating,” Manners says. “We realized we
needed to be more specific in our plan.”

The dedicated educators who brought these
schools back to life learned plenty of life
lessons from their experiences. Cable in the Class-
room Magazine asked two of them to share the
lessons relating to technology that would be
most helpful to other educators in preparing for
future emergencies.

For More Information

For a list of steps educators can take to be prepared for emergencies, go to

www.ciconline.org/beprepared.

www.ciconline.org/cicmagazine
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